Guidelines for critical summaries
Length: Roughly 800-1000 words
Content:  Your critical summary should summarize the main points and the evidence of the article in such a way as to convey an understanding of the arguments of the article.  It should also contextualize the article in terms of the area of linguistic research into which it is situated, and should make some suggestion as to whether it is good research.  For example: Does it ask the question properly?  Why or why not?  Another example: Is the evidence compelling?  Why or why not?  Your critical assessment should show a basic understanding of the related material.   

Methodology/Style:  You should make sure your own writing is clear and organized, and you should use at least two or three well-chosen quotes from the article under consideration. 

A NOTE ON FORMATTING:  Your summary should be typed and doublespaced.  Please use 12-point font size.  
