ENG310 SPRING’17 EXTRA CREDIT – 
ETYMOLOGIES IN THE OED

You may earn up to 6 points – up to 3 points for carefully answering all the questions on the next page about one of the words listed here and up to 3 more points for answering the same questions for either another of these words or an interesting word of your choice. 
(Estimated time for a careful response to one word – about 15-20 minutes, a bit more for the first if you’re unfamiliar with the details of the OED.) 
Choose from the following words:

Nightmare


Snafu

Varsity



Handsomeness

Rickety



Dunce
Ketchup



Quizzical

Questions:

1. What word are you discussing below?  __________________________________

2. How did you access the OED (Oxford English Dictionary) entry for this word,  

online through JMU Libraries website link or physical copy of this dictionary?
3. When does this word appear to have entered the English language?  

4. How did it the contemporary meanings of this word enter the language (i.e., by what process or combination or processes, such as morphological derivation, blending., borrowing, etc...) ?  To get the complete story for a morphological derivation, you will need to look at the full etymological discussion and the full set of meanings (probably involving expanding it on the website version) and you may need to look up subsets (stems) of the full word as well as the full word.

5. How many meanings does the OED list for this word?

6. What is/are the most common contemporary meaning(s) for this word in American English usage? (The OED will normally note if a word meaning is chiefly British, not American)
7. What is the most recent actual example the OED provides of a contemporary use of this word? 

8. Has the word’s meaning changed since it first entered the language?  If so, what is the oldest meaning (s) cited for this word and when (based on earliest example provided) does it seem to have taken on its earliest current meaning(s)?

