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‘Awful From Start To Finish’

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Hiring
slowed to a near-standstill last
month, raising doubts that the

economy will rebound in the
second half of the year.

The report baffled econo-
mists, who had predicted much
stronger job creation. And it es-
calated a debate in Washington
over how to spur hiring and en-
ergize the economy while also

cutting federal spending.
Just 18,000 net jobs were

created in June, the fewest in
nine months. The unemploy-
ment rate rose to 9.2 percent,
the highest rate of the year,
the Labor Department said
Friday.

Stocks plunged after the re-
port was released, although
the market recovered some
losses in late-afternoon trad-
ing. The Dow Jones industrial
average closed down 62 points
for the day. Broader indexes
also fell.

“Our economy as a whole
just isn’t producing nearly

Lack Of Hiring In
June Stumps The
Economic Experts
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ABOVE: James Madison University junior Theresa
Dalmot holds a rock sample found atop Mole Hill,
an extinct, 48-million-year-old volcano, during a field
trip on Thursday as junior Kritika Vayur (right) looks
on. The expedition was led by geology and 
environmental science professor Elizabeth Johnson.

LEFT: JMU junior Zach Kiracofe breaks open rock
samples to find the minerals hidden inside.

JMU Digs Into A Volcano

By NATE DELESLINE III
Daily News-Record

DALE ENTERPRISE — James Madison Uni-
versity students and their professors are
digging into the Valley’s volcanic history one
rock at a time.

About 20 students spent Thursday morn-
ing getting a firsthand look at Mole Hill, a
former volcano turned innocuous landmark,
located west of the city.

Elizabeth Johnson, a professor of geology

and environmental science at JMU, led the
trek up the hill. Asked if Harrisonburg-area
residents should be worried about another
volcanic eruption soon, Johnson said no.

“This is beyond dormant,” she said. “It’s
extinct.”

At the top of the hill, sheltered from the
midday sun by lush vegetation, Johnson
also said any eruptions — the last one
about 48 million years ago — were probably
more like a melting ice cream cone than a
violent explosion.

One student asked where the mouth of
the volcano was.

Mole
Hill

More Than Just A ...

Students, Professors Examine
Once-Volatile Local Landmark

Associated Press

Space shuttle Atlantis disappears
into the clouds Friday after liftoff
on the final shuttle mission.

‘Light This
Fire One
More Time’
Atlantis Takes Shuttle
Program’s Final Bow
Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
With a cry from its commander
to “light this fire one more
time,” the last shuttle thun-
dered into orbit Friday on a car-
go run that will close out three
decades of triumph and tragedy
for NASA and usher in a period
of uncertainty for America’s
space program.

After some last-minute sus-
pense over the weather and a
piece of launch-pad equipment,
Atlantis and its four astronauts
blasted off practically on schedule
at 11:29 a.m., pierced a shroud of
clouds and settled flawlessly into
orbit in front of a crowd estimated
at close to 1 million, the size of the
throng that watched Apollo 11
shoot the moon in 1969.

It was the 135th shuttle
flight since the inaugural mis-
sion in 1981.

Fugitive
Has City
On Alert
Police: Gun Thief
Violated Probation
By PETE DeLEA
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — A
man who was convicted of
stealing two guns from a
police officer’s motel room
in 1999 sparked a massive
manhunt Thursday night
after police tried to arrest
him on a probation viola-
tion.

Mary-Hope Vass, public
information officer with
the Harrisonburg Police
Department, said officers
received a tip that Jamie
Charles Chacon, 31, of
Harrisonburg, was in the
area of Rockingham Drive
and Gay
Street.

When of-
ficers tried
to arrest
him around
8 p.m., he
ran. Armed
with assault
rifles, police
set up a
perimeter around the
neighborhood.

Armed officers could be
seen standing along West
Wolfe and Elizabeth
streets, in addition to Mar-
ket and High streets.

Vass said officers didn’t
want to take any chances.

“We received some infor-
mation that he might have
been carrying a firearm
with him,” she said.

To alert area residents,
police issued a reverse 911

Chacon

Coulson

Up The Ladder
Arrest Brings Scandal To P.M.’s Doorstep
Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron’s former
communications chief and an
ex-royal reporter were ar-
rested Friday in a phone
hacking and police corrup-
tion scandal that has already
toppled a major tabloid and
rattled the cozy relationship
between British politicians

and the powerful Murdoch
media empire.

The 168-year-old muck-
raking tabloid News of the
World was shut down Thurs-
day after being engulfed by
allegations its journalists
paid police for information
and hacked into the phone
messages of celebrities,

Betty Ford Dies At Age 93

Associated Press

DETROIT — Betty Ford, the former
first lady whose triumph over drug and
alcohol addiction became a beacon of
hope for addicts and the inspiration for
her Betty Ford Center, has died. She
was 93.

Mrs. Ford’s death was confirmed by
Marty Allen, chairman emeritus of the

Ford Foundation. 
Betty Ford, whose husband, Gerald,

died in December 2006, had undergone
surgery for an undisclosed ailment in
April 2007. During and after her years
in the White House, 1974 to 1977, Mrs.
Ford won acclaim for her candor, wit
and courage as she fought breast can-
cer, severe arthritis and the twin ad-
dictions of drugs and alcohol. She also
pressed for abortion rights and the

Former First Lady Known 
For Role In Rehab Clinic
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“We imagine that it was
above us,” Johnson said,
adding that eons of erosion
have significantly reduced
Mole Hill’s height.

Students Leading Research
Midway up the hill, the

students turned over rocks
looking for the perfect
specimen. One handed a
gray, softball-sized rock to
Zach Kiracofe, a junior ge-
ology major, who knelt
down and carefully aimed
his hammer, splitting the
rock in two. 

They gazed at the rock’s
pale red interior and
smiled. Kiracofe and two
other JMU geology majors,
Brittany Sacco, a junior,
and Tori Stempniewicz, a
senior, discussed their in-
depth research on Mole
Hill with the group.

Sacco said she’s using
chemistry to analyze crys-
tals found within the rocks
in the hill. She said her re-
search indicates that the
rocks and crystals formed
inside the Earth at 1,200
degrees Celsius — about
2,200 degrees Fahrenheit
— and a depth of about 22
miles. 

Stempniewicz is study-
ing the water content of

the crystals to better un-
derstand the origin and
formation of the volcano
and Kiracofe is studying
xenoliths, small rock frag-
ments enveloped by larger
rocks.

Johnson hopes to share
the results of the students’
Mole Hill studies at the
Geological Society of Amer-
ica’s national convention in
Minneapolis this fall.

Thursday’s trip began
at the bottom of the hill,
where Johnson explained
that Trimble Knob in
Highland County and hills
throughout the region
share geological similari-
ties to Mole Hill. She said
all those sites are intrigu-
ing to scientists, because
there are no direct mea-
surements of the Earth’s
mantle underneath the
Shenandoah Valley.

“Why would you have
things erupting here when
there’s no [tectonic] plate
boundary, which is how
volcanoes usually erupt?”
Johnson asked. “The an-
swer is, ‘We don’t know.’
That’s one of the interest-
ing things [we’re trying] to
figure out.”

Contact Nate Delesline III at
574-6275 or

ndelesline@dnronline.com
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