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Abstract: Current policies require states to develop teacher
evaluation systems that include both teacher performance and stu-
dent growth data. Many districts use observational assessments to
gauge instructional practices as the main indicator of teacher per-
formance. However, there is a scarcity of empirical studies on the
validation of using certain assessment to measure teacher quality
for the purpose of evaluating teachers. In particular, we know lit-
tle about how content influences teachers’ teaching practices and
their observational scores. The question of subject-specific and
subject-area-specific practices is particularly important for teach-
ers who are evaluated without regard to the content under current
teacher accountability frameworks. In my dissertation, I am using
the data from Measures of Effective Teaching (MET) to examine
the content sensitivity of observational scores obtained from sev-
eral well-established observational assessments, and the influence
of other contextual factors in teachers’ ratings. The results of the
study contribute to the corpus of literature on teacher quality, espe-
cially the research program of validating the interpretation and use
of observational scores produced by these widely used assessments.
Moreover, this study provides empirical evidence about how the
content and the conscious use of observational assessments should
factor into modifications of current teacher evaluation systems.
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