Opening Ceremonies Script

I Welcome

II Housekeeping

III Food

IV Policies

a. Gracious Professionalism

b. Judging Rooms

V Thank yous


a. Volunteers


b. Coaches


c. Kids


d. Sponsors



i. Local Sponsors



ii. VA/DC FLL Sponsors

IV Start of Tournament

I 

Good morning – I would like to welcome teams, coaches, parents, coaches, volunteers, fans of LEGOs, and everyone here to the [insert tournament name here] regional qualifying tournament!  

Is everyone ready to have fun???

What? I didn’t hear you!  IS EVERYONE READY TO HAVE SOME FUN?!?

II

Safety first.  In case of Emergency please follow to emergency exits quickly and calmly out of the building. (Describe exit paths as best as you can, and the muster site, so everyone meets up in the same place.)

You are currently in the main competition area.  The pit - where teams will gather to prepare for their day, display their research projects, meet other teams, and practice – is located [insert details here].  Teamwork judging, technical design judging, and the research project presentations will take place [insert details here].  Let’s please remember that we are all guests here and to stay in the designated tournament areas only and to leave everything just as we found it.

Last, but not least, as it relates to housekeeping items - restrooms are located [insert details here].

III

For teams and observers food will [will not] be available for sale.  (State times and location and type of food available.)  Please enjoy any food or drink in [insert any locations to which people need to limit their food and drink consumption].

IV

a.

One of the tenants of FIRST is gracious professionalism.  We ask that team members, coaches, volunteers, friends, families, and fans embody gracious professionalism not only here at the tournament, but also at home.  Some of you may be asking what gracious professionalism is. Quoting Woody Flowers, FIRST National Advisor: “Gracious professionalism is a way of doing things that encourages high-quality work, emphasizes the value of others, and respects individuals and the community… Gracious professionals learn and compete like crazy, but treat one another with respect and kindness in the process. They avoid treating anyone like losers.”  Please keep that in mind both throughout the day and when you leave here at the end of the day.  

b.

VA/DC FLL has a policy that in only two coaches and an historian are allowed in the room judging rooms with the teams and the judges.  The historian can be a coach, parent, or other adult with a camera.  Whether three adults who meet these criteria, no adults, or something in between will accompany the teams into the judging rooms is left up to the discretion of the teams and their coaches.

V

Before we kick off our day I would like for us to take a moment to thank everyone who has made today’s tournament possible. Let’s put our hands together for all of the amazing volunteers who have spent the past several months planning this event and who are all around us today as organizers, judges, referees, scorekeepers, and more.  VA/DC FLL is entirely volunteer run and without the efforts of these good people we wouldn’t be here today.  Let’s also hear it for the coaches, all of whom are volunteers, too - without their hard work and guidance, the teams wouldn’t be here to compete and be together.  

In addition to all of the people who individually volunteer their time to put on this tournament, we have a group of amazing sponsors who donate money and other resources to help us run our program.  We would like to thank [insert school name here] for the use of this great facility.  Let’s have a round of applause for our statewide sponsors – James Madison University, Rockwell-Collins, Booz Allen Hamilton, Industrial Medium Software, Starting Points, Leidos, Shenandoah Valley Technology Council and the US Patent and Trademark Office.  I would also like to recognize our local sponsors, [insert local sponsors, if any, here].  Finally, let’s hear it for the teams themselves for their hard work and for giving us a reason to come together today. 

[If there are representatives from sponsors present:  We are pleased to welcome to our tournament {insert name(s)/title(s) here} from {insert company name here}.  {Share a bit about the company and their sponsorship here.  Determine ahead of time whether or not the sponsor representative wishes to say a few words.}]

VI  

Okay, it is time to get this regional started.  Who is ready to have fun??

I didn’t hear you!  WHO IS READY TO HAVE FUN?!?

Everyone, LEGO on 1.

3-2-1 LEGO!

